LAITY SUNDAY
WORSHIP SERVICE OCTOBER 18, 2020
FELLOWSHIP TIME 9:30
WORSHIP TIME 10:00
Please put your Joys & Concerns in the zoom chat box

PRELUDE

Here I Am, Lord

OPENING PRAYER - Liturgist - Jeremiah Rainville

Creator God, you call us to love and serve you
with body, mind, and spirit through loving your creation
and our sisters and brothers. Open our hearts in compassion
and receive these petitions on behalf of the needs of the church and the world.
Redeeming Sustainer, visit your people and pour out your strength and courage
upon us, that we may hurry to make you welcome not only in our concern for
others, but by serving them generously and faithfully in your name. Amen.
By: Vanderbilt Divinity Library

OPENING HYMN

“Make Me a Servant”

FWS#2176

(you tube)

JOYS & CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER
ALL: The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hollowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory now and
forever. Amen.

PRESENTING OUR OFFERINGS
SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY METHODIST CHURCH
604 SEVEN MILE ROAD HOPE, RI. 02831
401-821-8217
www.sovumc.org/give-now

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Lord, this money is not payment for services rendered. These aren't our dues necessary
for us to belong to this church. We know you made us with a purpose, and so now we
give ... on purpose, freely offering to you the best of who we are. Continue to work out
your purpose in us. Make us your hands, outstretched, on purpose. Amen.

PRAYER RESPONSE

Arioso from Cantata

Flutist - Dorothy Fassbender & Accompanist Steve Haunschild

SCRIPTURE READINGS - Liturgist
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 (The Message)
I, Paul, together here with Silas and Timothy, send greetings to the church at
Thessalonica, Christians assembled by God the Father and by the Master, Jesus Christ.
God’s amazing grace be with you! God’s robust peace! Every time we think of you, we
thank God for you. Day and night you’re in our prayers as we call to mind your work of
faith, your labor of love, and your patience of hope in following our Master, Jesus Christ,
before God our Father. It is clear to us, friends, that God not only loves you very much
but also has put his hand on you for something special. When the Message we
preached came to you, it wasn’t just words. Something happened in you. The Holy Spirit
put steel in your convictions. You paid careful attention to the way we lived among you,
and determined to live that way yourselves. In imitating us, you imitated the Master.
Although great trouble accompanied the Word, you were able to take great joy from the
Holy Spirit!—taking the trouble with the joy, the joy with the trouble. Do you know that
all over the provinces of both Macedonia and Achaia believers look up to you? The word
has gotten around. Your lives are echoing the Master’s Word, not only in the provinces
but all over the place. The news of your faith in God is out. We don’t even have to say
anything anymore—you’re the message! People come up and tell us how you received
us with open arms, how you deserted the dead idols of your old life so you could
embrace and serve God, the true God. They marvel at how expectantly you await the
arrival of his Son, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescued us from certain
doom.
Matthew 22: 15-22 (The Message)
That’s when the Pharisees plotted a way to trap him into saying something damaging.
They sent their disciples, with a few of Herod’s followers mixed in, to ask, “Teacher, we
know you have integrity, teach the way of God accurately, are indifferent to popular
opinion, and don’t pander to your students. So tell us honestly: Is it right to pay taxes to
Caesar or not?” Jesus knew they were up to no good. He said, “Why are you playing
these games with me? Why are you trying to trap me? Do you have a coin? Let me see
it.” They handed him a silver piece. “This engraving—who does it look like? And whose
name is on it?” They said, “Caesar.” “Then give Caesar what is his, and give God what
is his.” The Pharisees were speechless. They went off shaking their heads.

THE WORD OF GOD FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD
THANKS BE TO GOD
MESSAGE

You’re the Message!
Rev. Dr. Hope Luckie

CLOSING HYMN

HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION
(choir)

BENEDICTION

UMH#529

