WORSHIP SERVICE JUNE 20, 2021

Worship Leaders: Rev. Dr. Hope Luckie, Associate Minister Sandy Knapp
Howard Gay Music Leader: Carol Leith
Ushers: Carol Leith, Bob Horton, Barbara Bicknell

PRELUDE “‘“Awesome God”

CALL TO WORSHIP:
Leader; Give thanks to God!

All: We thank God for the joy of jumping rope and the laughter
in playing leapfrog!
Leader:Give thanks to God!
All: We thank God for the cool waters of a pool on a hot
summer day
Leader:Give thanks to God!
All:We thank God for fireflies making our nights brighter and
for butterflies which tickle us awake after a nap!
Leader: Give thanks to God at all times and for all things!
All:Thanks be to God. Amen.

Please stand in body or in Spirit

MUSIC “How Firm a Foundation” UMH# 529
PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hollowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory now and
forever. Amen.

PRESENTING OUR OFFERINGS
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Please stand in body or in spirit

DOXOLOGY



PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Lord, these gifts are not payment for services rendered. These aren't our
dues necessary for us to belong to this church. We know you made us with
a purpose, and so now we give ... on purpose, freely offering to you the
best of who we are. Continue to work out your purpose in us. Make us
your hands, outstretched, on purpose. Amen.

PRAYER RESPONSE “ His Eye Is On The Sparrow ”

SCRIPTURE READINGS Please remain standing in body or in spirit

1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49

The Philistines drew up their troops for battle.

A giant nearly ten feet tall stepped out from the Philistine line into the open,
Goliath from Gath. He had a bronze helmet on his head and was dressed
in armor—126 pounds of it! He wore bronze shin guards and carried a
bronze sword. His spear was like a fence rail—the spear tip alone weighed
over fifteen pounds. His shield bearer walked ahead of him. Goliath stood
there and called out to the Israelite troops, “Why bother using your whole
army? Am | not Philistine enough for you? And you’re all committed to Saul,
aren’t you? So pick your best fighter and pit him against me. If he gets the
upper hand and kills me, the Philistines will all become your slaves. But if |
get the upper hand and kill him, you'll all become our slaves and serve us. |
challenge the troops of Israel this day. Give me a man. Let us fight it out
together!”” When Saul and his troops heard the Philistine’s challenge, they
were terrified and lost all hope. Check in on your brothers to see whether
they are getting along all right, and let me know how they’re doing—Saul
and your brothers, and all the Israelites in their war with the Philistines in
the Oak Valley.” David was up at the crack of dawn and, having arranged
for someone to tend his flock, took the food and was on his way just as
Jesse had directed him. He arrived at the camp just as the army was
moving into battle formation, shouting the war cry. Israel and the Philistines
moved into position, facing each other, battle-ready. David left his bundles
of food in the care of a sentry, ran to the troops who were deployed, and
greeted his brothers. While they were talking together, the Philistine
champion, Goliath of Gath, stepped out from the front lines of the
Philistines, and gave his usual challenge. David heard him. “Master,” said
David, “don’t give up hope. I'm ready to go and fight this Philistine.”

Saul answered David, “You can’t go and fight this Philistine. You're too
young and inexperienced—and he’s been at this fighting business since
before you were born.” David said, “I've been a shepherd, tending sheep
for my father. Whenever a lion or bear came and took a lamb from the
flock, I'd go after it, knock it down, and rescue the lamb. If it turned on me,



I’d grab it by the throat, wring its neck, and kill it. Lion or bear, it made no
difference—I killed it. And I'll do the same to this Philistine pig who is
taunting the troops of God-Alive. God, who delivered me from the teeth of
the lion and the claws of the bear, will deliver me from this Philistine.”

Saul said, “Go. And God help you!” Then Saul outfitted David as a soldier in
armor. He put his bronze helmet on his head and belted his sword on him
over the armor. David tried to walk but he could hardly budge. David told
Saul, “l can’t even move with all this stuff on me. I’'m not used to this.” And
he took it all off. Then David took his shepherd’s staff, selected five smooth
stones from the brook, and put them in the pocket of his shepherd’s pack,
and with his sling in his hand approached Goliath. As the Philistine paced
back and forth, his shield bearer in front of him, he noticed David. He took
one look down on him and sneered—a mere boy, apple-cheeked and
peach-fuzzed. The Philistine ridiculed David. “Am | a dog that you come
after me with a stick?” And he cursed him by his gods. “Come on,” said the
Philistine. “I'll make roadkill of you for the buzzards. I'll turn you into a tasty
morsel for the field mice.” David answered, “You come at me with sword
and spear and battle-ax. | come at you in the name of God-of-the-Angel-
Armies, the God of Israel’'s troops, whom you curse and mock. This very
day God is handing you over to me. I'm about to kill you, cut off your head,
and serve up your body and the bodies of your Philistine buddies to the
crows and coyotes. The whole earth will know that there’s an extraordinary
God in Israel. And everyone gathered here will learn that God doesn’t save
by means of sword or spear. The battle belongs to God—he’s handing you
to us on a platter!” That roused the Philistine, and he started toward David.
David took off from the front line, running toward the Philistine. David
reached into his pocket for a stone, slung it, and hit the Philistine hard in
the forehead, embedding the stone deeply. The Philistine crashed,
facedown in the dirt.

2 Corinthians 6: 1-13

Companions as we are in this work with you, we beg you, please don't

squander one bit of this marvelous life God has given us. God reminds us,
| heard your call in the nick of time; The day you needed me, | was there to
help. Well, now is the right time to listen, the day to be helped. Don'’t put it
off; don’t frustrate God’s work by showing up late, throwing a question mark
over everything we're doing. Our work as God’s servants gets validated—
or not—in the details. People are watching us as we stay at our post,
alertly, unswervingly...in hard times, tough times, bad times; when we’re
beaten up, jailed, and mobbed; working hard, working late, working without
eating; with pure heart, clear head, steady hand; in gentleness, holiness,
and honest love; when we’re telling the truth, and when God’s showing his
power; when we're doing our best setting things right; when we’re praised,



and when we’re blamed; slandered, and honored; true to our word, though
distrusted; ignored by the world, but recognized by God; terrifically alive,
though rumored to be dead; beaten within an inch of our lives, but refusing
to die; immersed in tears, yet always filled with deep joy; living on
handouts, yet enriching many; having nothing, having it all. Dear, dear
Corinthians, | can't tell you how much | long for you to enter this wide-open,
spacious life. We didn’t fence you in. The smallness you feel comes from
within you. Your lives aren’t small, but you’re living them in a small way. I'm
speaking as plainly as | can and with great affection. Open up your lives.
Live openly and expansively!

Mark 4:35-41

Late that day he said to them, “Let’s go across to the other side.” They took
him in the boat as he was. Other boats came along. A huge storm came up.
Waves poured into the boat, threatening to sink it. And Jesus was in the
stern, head on a pillow, sleeping! They roused him, saying, “Teacher, is it
nothing to you that we’re going down?” Awake now, he told the wind to pipe
down and said to the sea, “Quiet! Settle down!” The wind ran out of breath;
the sea became smooth as glass. Jesus reprimanded the disciples: “Why
are you such cowards? Don’t you have any faith at all?” They were in
absolute awe, staggered. “Who is this, anyway?” they asked. “Wind and
sea at his beck and call!”

THE WORD OF GOD FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD THANKS BE TO GOD
Howard Please be seated

SERMON God'’s got this and God'’s got us!
The Rev. Dr. Hope N. Luckie

Please stand in body or in spirit
MUSIC It is Well with My Soul UMH 377

CLOSING PRAYER
Leader: God is with us

All: At all times and in all things.
Leader: Go in peace.
All: Thanks be to God. Amen.



